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Live aboard the S.S. City of Milwaukee
US 31 North, Manistee 7:00 pm July ist
$5.00 Admission

(Admission price can be credited towards purchase of his new cD!)

From the Caribbean to the Great Lakes, Michael Beans has
been performing lively acoustic music for 25 years.
(231) 723-3587

Www.michaelbeansmusic.com
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AN ENTERTAINING

"BOAT-JANGLES" FOR MERCY
BY NANCY TERRELL

Recently, we mer again and pieced together his 30-year stint
in the Caribbean. "I come from the Great Lakes region, so I
have always been around water. I began sailing on a Sunfish
at the age of 11. At 16, I was sailing on cruising boats off
Beaver Island where I plaved music around the campfires,
which launched my musical career. By the time I was 18, I
was playing the nightclubs of Beaver and Mackinac Island,
where I met Jim Sawtelle, a shipwreck salvager and treasure
hunter who hired me to work for him. He took me to the
Florida Keys on a working expedition and there I met his
partner Mel Fisher. In 1975, we headed to Haiti to salvage
an old famous Canadian schooner named Bluenose. Tt was
there that I saw my first island sloop."

Working the north-south trail from Michigan to the
Florida Keys, Beans eventually worked his way further south
to the Virgin Islands, beginning in St. Croix where he
performed at Pearl's and Beulah's Fantails. Live music and
crab racing were his specialties, as he became the house
entertainer at the Wreck Bar. "Just before Hurricane Hugo I
bought my first boat, Esperanza, a 1932 Tortola sloop, with
the money I earned from my part in 'Dreams of Gold,' a
movie about Mel Fisher's adventure of treasure hunting and
discovering the _Atocha. After our futile attempt to sail her to
Venezuela, my boat partner, G. Beer, and I began sailing
around the U.S. and British Virgin Islands. This is where my
island touring adventure really began, and it blossomed into
a lifestyle that still continues today."

34 ALL AT SEA FEBRUARY 2006 | www.allatsea.net

From the early days of the Coral Bay Music Festival, he has
been in many bands, including the Beans Traveling Minstrel,
The Hornswagglers, and the Seafarin' Turd Whitlers,
performing with numerous talented island musicians. "Tt
became well known that wherever the yellow boat sailed, the
fun followed." He became a regular at Foxy's Wooden Boat
Regatta and The Sweetheart's Regatta, as well as numerous
other festive occasions in the Virgin Islands. Esperanza is now
retired on the beach of Trellis Bay, Tortola, as a monument to
the shipbuilders of days gone by.

Beans went ashore to Marina Cay, BVI, in 1999 and
created his show "Happy Arrr" as a way to raise money for
his next home, a classic 1971 Cheoy Lee ketch named Zetwal,
He sails through the islands as a one-man band/boat-jangles
performer, flying his new pirate flag, "Show Mercy." He
supports the cause of Mercy ships - old cruise ships
converted into floating hospitals that take volunteer
physicians and dentsts to third-world countries. (Story on
opposite page.) "2006 will be a big year for me, as I will be
releasing a new CD called 'Pines to Palms, a book titled
'Hidden Treasure,' and a full-scale launch of my 'Show Mercy'
campaign." For more information on Michael's history,
touring schedule, and availability of purchasing CD's, you
may visit his website: wwwbeansmusic.com. All proceeds
from his website sales go to the Mercy Ship Organization.

It was good luck to reunite with my old friend Beans, a
fascinating entertainer and a Caribbean humanitarian. @



Michael Bean

A Singing * Sailing * Songwriter hf;..’

Entertainer
C/O Gardner Marina Cay
617 Winter St. British Virgin Islands
Spring Lake. Mich. Tel: 284.494-2174
49456 Fax: 2844944775

E-mail: captbean86@hotmail.com

MICHAEL BEAN

(Singer, Songwriter, Entertainer)

Born in Grand Haven, Michigan in 1956, Michael (Beans) Gardner is a high energy
entertainer who "cut his musical teeth” on the port towns and islands of the Great Lakes.
He was raised to the sound of jug band music and spent countless hours absorbing the
magic that is found at "jam sessions” with family and friends during hunting and fishing
camp. With an ever growing love for the old timers' stordes he grew especially fond of

backwoods lore and the seafaring songs from the early days of sail.

Inspired by the music of Woodie Guthrie, Bob Dylan, Neil Young and Donavor, he
began writing his own songs in the mid 70's. 1977 began his musical career playing the
nightclub and festival circuit throughout Michigan in the summer time and touring the

Florida Keys in the winter. In 1980 he recorded his first album Driften' under the Pro Am
label.

For the next decade he continued to follow the North/South trail while expanding his
horizons. In 1987 with four albums to his credit, he purchased his first boat named
Esperanza and took his music to sea. Working the American and British Virgin Islands
lead him to record two more albums with his band "The Hornswagglers'. At present time
he is the last Jollymon (singing, sailing songwriter) in the Lesser Antilles.

Working as a solo artist, Bean's music is best described as authentic American Folk
Fusion with a West Indian twist. His show is genuine, dynamic and visually entertaining.
He is a 'One Man Band' with no artificial or pre-recorded gadgets. he plays acoustic guitar,

harmonica on a rack, and sings, adding vocal percussions to the beat of a stomp box that
he plays with his feet,

With a large repertoire of cover songs and original music, Beans enjoys working a
crowd, exuding an energy that creates a rapport with his audience that is truly captivating.
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MICHAEL BEANS
2 cD Release Concert

Saturday, July 9, 2005 ¢ 6:30pm fo 9:00pm
St. Mary'’s Entertainment Tent
Scu\q, St ~ Spring Lke,l\/lichigon ',Qeg ! \‘o%”

=

7 *A quarter of a century has now passed
ek since | began this musical journey. It has nof
been smooth sailing all the way but, then
again, what voyage ever is. In my travels
| have learmned many tricks of the trade.
Most of allis that experience is the best
teacher and that you cannof change the
direction of the wind, however you can
adjust your sails. This CD is a musical journdl
of my original seafaring songs all except
Sailors Hormpipe, a fraditional classic.

This compilation of songs is dedicated to
all those caught by the lure of the sea who
have given up the security of life on land to

follow their dreams under a spread of sall

From the freshwater islands of the
Great Lakes to the Cariblbean Sea, | tip my
hat to all of you who directly and indirectly
influenced my life to help me realize my
dream and especially to all my musical
friends, who through hell and high water,
never gave up the ship.”

Stepping out from the shadows of undiscovered original talents and stomping his way
into the heart of world recognition is a must see “one man band” entertainment
experience. For the last 25 years, singing, sailing and song writing has been his forte in port
towns internationally, with focus on the Great Lakes and the Virgin Islands.

Working as a solo artist, Beans’ music is best described as authentic American Folk Fusion
with a West Indian twist. His show is genuine, dynamic and visually entertaining. He is @
one-man band with no artificial or pre-recorded gadgets. He plays acoustic guitar with a
harmonica on a rack, all while singing and adding vocal percussion to the beat of a case of
beer that he plays with his feet. You really have fo see him to believe it.

www.beansmusic.com
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MICHAEL BEAN
(Singer, Songwriter, Entertainer)
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Born in Grand Haven, Michigan in 1956, Michael (Beans) Gardner is a high energy
entertainer who "cut his musical teeth” on the port towns and islands of the Great Lakes.
He was raised to the sound of jug band music and spent countless hours absorbing the
magic that is found at "jam sessions" with family and friends during hunting and fishing
camp. With an ever growing love for the old timers' stories he grew especially fond of

backwoods lore and the seafaring songs from the earty days of sail.

Inspired by the music of Woodie Guthrie, Bob Dylan, Neil Young and Donavon, he
began writing his own songs in the mid 70's. 1977 began his musical career playing the
nightclub and festival circuit throughout Michigan in the summer time and touring the

Florida Keys in the winter. In 1980 he recorded his first album Driften’ under the Pro Am
label.

For the next decade he continued to follow the North/South trail while expanding his
horizons. In 1987 with four albums to his credit, he purchased his first boat named
Esperanza and took his music to sea. Working the American and British Virgin Islands
lead him to record two more albums with his band 'The Homswagglers'. At present time
he is the last Jollymon (singing, sailing songwriter) in the Lesser Antilles.

Working as a solo artist, Bean's music is best described as authentic American Folk
Fusion with a West Indian twist. His show is genuine, dynamic and visually entertaining.
He is a 'One Man Band' with no artificial or pre-recorded gadgets. he plays acoustic guitar,

harmonica on a rack, and sings, adding vocal percussions to the beat of a stomp box that
he plays with his feet.

With a large repertoire of cover songs and original music, Beans enjoys working a
crowd, exuding an energy that creates a rapport with his audience that is truly captivating.



Musical tradition
‘Beans’ rocks Marina Cay

By JULIAN PUTLEY

ichael Bean (Beans) has recently been draw-
M ing crowds to lively happy hour sessions at

the Rob White Bar on Marina Cay in the
British Virgins. This extraordinary entertainer, with a
natural gift for galvanizing a crowd, is a one man
show, a sort of nautical Bob Dylan complete with gui-
tar, harmonica on a rack and percussion provided by a
‘stomp box.’

His show is a melange of foot stomping, hand clap-
ping rock-a-billy sea songs, chanties, blues, ballads,
pirate stories and jokes. But his magic comes from
confidence in his material and a natural ability to com-
municate with his audience. On the several occasions
that [ have seen the show the crowd response was
amazing - sometimes they dance, often they sing-
along, always they clap or stomp. And the revelry is
undoubtedly helped along by the ‘two-for-one’
Painkillers provided by Pusser's.

Beans was born to music in his home state of
Michigan where family and friends would play jug
band music during hunting and camping trips in and
around the port towns of the Great Lakes. He has been
writing his own songs since the 1970s and late in that
decade he tried out a routine that was to become a pat-
tern — summers up north and winters down south.

During one tour in the Florida Keys he was spotted
by the Disney organization and wound up with a con-
tract playing a musical pirate complete with squeeze
box. By 1980 his first album, “Driftin’” was cut under
the Pro Am label.

In 1987, now with four albums to his credit, he
expanded his horizons a little further and found him-
self in the Virgin Islands. Beans fell in love with a lit-
tle wooden, island sloop named Esperanza and took his
music to sea.

He formed a band, ‘The Hornswagglers’ and would
sail to island venues loaded to the gunwales with

Michael “Beans” Bean ready to entertain.
Photo by JULIAN PUTLEY

instruments and musicians who doubled as crew. The
band became hugely popular.
Besides Beans with guitar and harmonica there was

See ‘Beans,’ page 26

Entertainment
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26

a spoons player, a fiddler and a
bass. The band was a regular
attraction at bars like Skinny Legs
in St. John and The Jolly Roger in
Tortola.

Now the itinerant popular enter-
tainer has landed on Marina Cay.
And how fitting that is since the
singer/song writer follows distin-
guished footsteps. The island was
first discovered as a getaway par-
adise by Rob and Rodie White in

‘the 1930s.

Rob built the famous one room
house on the island’s summit by
hand, brick by brick. When it was
completed the couple lived there
for three years in, what was then, a
remote outpost of civilization, liv-
ing a sort of Robinson Crusoe
existence. >

Rob was a writer and wrote the
story My Virgin Island which later
grabbed the imagination of a
Hollywood producer who made it
into a film with Sidney Poitier and
John Cassavettes.

Later, in the 1990s, Fritz
Seyfarth moved ashore here after
his  famous  Alden  yacht

Tumbleweed was destroyed, first
by hurricane Hugo in 1989 and
‘hen finished off by Marilyn. Fritz
wrote many adventure stories,
airate fables and chartering tales
and took great pleasure in enter-
taining interested passers-by,
aspecially kids, whom he would
regale with blood and guts pirate
oattles; treasure chests and daring
do, his glass eye shining, swarthy
voice rasping...Ahhhrrrh!
_ Fritz is sadly missed — he
passed on in 1996 — but the Rob
White dwelling now houses a small
lending library in his memory.
And so it seems a natural pro-
gression for Michael Beans to be
singing odes to “the sweet trade”
and other lusty maritime ditties.
And a whisper on the wind tells
me a book is in the offing. Thank
God that sometimes traditions die
hard.



MICHAEL BEANS — AN ENTERTAINING “BOAT-JANGLES” FOR MERCY

I met Michael Beans in 1988 while attending the Coral Bay Music Festival in St. John. I
will never forget it. Beans, as all of his friends fondly call him, sailed into Coral Bay on a
bright yellow island sloop (“Esperanza”). With guitar in hand, he boarded his dinghy
rowing into the piece of beach where I was doing face paintings. I closed down shop and
listened to his music. I have been a Beans fan ever since.

Recently, we met again and pieced together his 30-year stint in the Caribbean. “I come
from the Great Lakes Region, so I have always been around water. I began sailing on a
Sunfish at the age of 11. At 16, I was sailing on cruising boats off Beaver Island where 1
played music around the campfires, which launched my musical career. By the time I was
18, I'was playing the nightclubs of Beaver and Mackinac Island, where I met Jim Sawtelle,
a shipwreck salvager and treasure hunter who hired me to work for him. He took me to
the Florida Keys on a working expedition where I met his partner Mel Fisher. In 1975 we
headed to Haiti to salvage an old famous Canadian schooner named Bluenose. It was there
that I saw my first island sloop.”

Working the north-south trail from Michigan to the Florida Keys, Beans eventually
worked his way further south to the Virgin Islands, beginning in St. Croix where he
performed at Pearl’s and Beulah’s Fantails. Live music and crab-racing were his
specialties as he became the house entertainer at the Wreck Bar. “Just before Hurricane
Hugo, I bought my first boat, Esperanza, a 1932 Tortola sloop, with the money I earned
from my part in ‘Dreams of Gold,” a movie about Mel Fisher’s adventure of treasure
hunting and discovering the Atocha. After our futile attempt to sail her to Venezuela, my
boat partner, G. Beer, and I began sailing around the U.S. and British Virgin Islands. This
is where my island touring adventure really began, and it blossomed into a lifestyle that
still continues today.”

From the early days of the Coral Bay Music Festival, he has been in many bands, including
the Beans Traveling Minstrel, The Hornswagglers, and the Seafarin’ Turd Whirlers,
performing with numerous talented island musicians. “It became well known that
wherever the yellow boat went, the fun followed.” He became a regular at Foxy’s Wooden
Boat Regatta and The Sweetheart’s Regatta, as well as numerous other festive occasions in
the Virgin Islands. Esperanza is now retired on the beach of Trellis Bay, Tortola, as a
monument to the ship builders of days gone by. »

Beans went ashore to Marina Cay in 1999 and created his show “Happy Arrr” as a way to
raise money for his next home, a classic 1971 Cheoy Lee ketch named “Zetwal.” He sails
through the islands as a one-man band/boat-jangles performer, flying his new pirate flag,
“Show Mercy.” He supports the cause of Mercy ships which are old cruise ships converted
into floating hospitals that take volunteer physicians and dentists to third-world countries.
(Story on opposite page.) “2006 will be a big year for me, as I will be releasing a new CD
called ‘Pines to Palms, a book titled ‘Hidden Treasure,” and a full-scale launch of my
‘Show Mercy’ campaign.” For more information on Michael’s history, touring schedule,
and availability of purchasing CDs, you may visit his website: www.beansmusic.com. All
proceeds from his website sales go to the Mercy Ship organization.

It was good luck to reunite with my old friend Beans, a fascinating entertainer and a
€aribbean humanitarian.
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C/O Gardner Marina Cay

Michael Bean . 617 Winter St. British vugill Islands
b e o . ot Spring Lake. Mich. Tel: 284-494-2174
= Singing ® Sailing ® Songwriter (5 49456 Fax: 284-494-4775
Entertainer E-mail: captbean86@hotmail.com

EAGLES HOOT WITH THE OWLS

“"SOAR WITH THE

' BUCCANEER ENTERPRISES

DIVERSIFIED SPECIALISTS SERVICING THE CARRIAGE TRADE

PERFORMANCE WITH INTEGRITY & HONOUR
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